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   Artist, community activists and founder of Defending 
Black Girlhood, Lilada Gee’s yard signs are on display 
throughout the Tenney-Lapham neighborhood.  In an ar-
ticle about her yard signs, Ms. Gee stated that she’d like 
to see her signs on lawns throughout the city of Madi-
son.  The Tenney-Lapham neighborhood association 
(TLNA) decided that we could help make that happen.        

Art Walk Goes Virtual (see page 10)

We were able to sell 75 of Ms. Gee’s  Black Lives 
Matter yard signs.  When first contacted by TLNA 
Ms. Gee said: “This is absolutely awesome. When 
I first moved to Madison with my family my fam-
ily lived near Tenney Park and I attended Lapham 
school for Kindergarten. This is such a wonderful 
way to show solidarity for this time that we are in 
and as a community and as a nation.”  To learn more 
about Lilada and her organization, Defending Black 
Girlhood, go to Lilada.org. 

Pat Kelly, Parks Chair

TLNA Supports Artist Lilada Gee

Lagoon Dying Willow” watercolor painting by Brian McCormick
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Member Outreach	 Richard Linster	 432 Sidney	 rlinster152@gmail.com	 (608) 251-1937
Development	 Andrew Horn	 123 N Blount	 andrewh989@gmailcom	 (608) 416-0609
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President’s Column

   Usually, in this Fall newslet-
ter, we would reflect on Party in 
the Park and look forward to the 
Taste of Tenney, but this is not 
a usual Fall. When I took on the 
role of TLNA President, in times 
B.C. (Before COVID-19), I was 
hopeful for our neighborhood 
association to sponsor more 
social events that might broaden 
engagement of neighbors who 
perhaps had not previously con-
nected with -- or felt connected 
with -- TLNA. Of course, in-per-
son events are not feasible in the 
COVIDverse. However, even in 
COVID-times, our neighbors are 
finding ways to connect. 

   You’ll find many examples of 
neighbors connecting through-
out this quarter’s newsletter and 
several opportunities for con-
nection funded by the TLNA. A 
TLNA grant funded the recent 
Black Books Matter neighbor-
hood virtual book club. The 
BBM was an effort to get books 
by Black authors into the hands 
of TLNA neighbors and get us 
talking about how our neigh-
borhood lives out / experiences 
Black Lives Mattering -- and 
planning for the necessary work 
and actions that are still needed. 
In addition to BBM and in this 
newsletter, you can read about 

the mural in Reynold’s Park, 
painted by young artists Cameron 
and Ariana Merline, inspired by 
the idea of togetherhood, and 
funded by a TLNA grant. The 
TLNA also facilitated the dis-
tribution of amazing yard signs 
by Lilada Gee (lilada.org). Stroll 
down E. Johnson to see neigh-
bors’ Community Fridge and 
Pantry in action. And from our 
separate spaces, we can all cele-
brate together new traffic calming 
measures announced by the City 
-- a long-standing effort of the 
hard work of Bob Klebba, TLNA 
Transportation and Safety Chair, 
and the entire TLNA. Neighbors 
have connected in many other 
ways -- large and small. How 
have you enjoyed connecting with 
neighbors? Connect with us at 
www.tenneylapham.org and share 
your experiences. 

   We hope this newsletter will 
also be a connection for all of 
us neighbors. This newsletter 
is hand-delivered by volunteers 
(or, currently, is mailed) to every 
single address in the neighbor-
hood. If you aren’t a member of 
TLNA -- or if your membership 
has lapsed -- please consider join-
ing/renewing your membership 
with TLNA. Student/senior mem-
bership is $5. Individual member-
ship is $10. Household/business 
membership is $20. Here’s how to 
do it: 

1.	 Go to www.tenneylapham.org
2.	 Select “Membership” from the 

top navigation bar.
3.	 Choose “Join” or “Renew.” 
4.	 Complete the forms! 

   Funds from TLNA member-
ship support neighborhood events 
open to all, neighborhood proj-
ects through small grants, and the 
printing and distribution of the 
newsletter. Without our typical 
face-to-face events, membership 
numbers are low. In these difficult 
times, we rely on our community 
more than ever. Please join us as 
we physically distance but still 
come together as neighbors. 

A community centered in Christ, 
gathering in love, growing by grace, 

going forth to serve.

10am Sunday Worship Online
 

Website:
www.cpcmadison.org

Facebook:
@cpcmadison.org

YouTube:
Christ Presbyterian Church

944 E. Gorham St.
Madison, 53703
(608) 257-4845

Staying Connected in 
COVID-times   
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Alder’s Report

that will address racial disparities 
and reduce violence against BIPOC 
are frequent and loud. I agree that 
systemic change must start now, but 
it will take years to make progress 
on some fronts. We - “we” being 
both government and the commu-
nity - need to build the capacities 
of BIPOC-led entities, better fund 
mental health organizations, create 
and fund more robust social service 
organizations, and so much more re-
lated to promoting opportunity, in-
cluding pursuing reparations. Redi-
recting some police funding to these 
efforts will help, but that will be a 
drop in the bucket in terms of what 
is needed. Capacity building out-
side of law enforcement, however, 
can eventually reduce our reliance 
on law enforcement to solve prob-
lems that they are often not trained 
for and could be better handled by 
others. I hope that the city will take 
steps in these directions.

   In October and November, the 
Common Council and the Mayor 
will negotiate and approve the 2021 
Capital and Operating Budgets. A 
large hole in 2021 city revenues is 
forecast due to the impact of the 
pandemic; because expenses will 
increase due to previously negoti-
ated pay raises for some city em-
ployees, and because of other cost 
increases. These issues alone will 
impact every aspect of the Operat-
ing Budget and are likely to reduce, 
or at the very least change, city ser-
vices. Addressing those issues, and 
simultaneously addressing the need 
to build community and capacities 
that address the crucial task of lift-
ing up Black and Brown people and 
can absorb some MPD functions, 
will present difficult challenges for 
us all.

Local Businesses Need Your Sup-
port

   I encourage you to continue sup-
porting neighborhood restaurants, 
retail shops, service businesses, and 
any other business that is operating 
during the pandemic. Whether it 
is ordering take-out food, pick-up/
delivery from a store, or even eat-

Patrick Heck, District 2 Alder

   The frustrations and demands re-
lated to racial inequities expressed 
in Madison and elsewhere, are 
more than understandable. The 
system is rigged against Black, 
Indigenous, People of Color (BI-
POC). It also continues to profit 
from their oppression and even has 
tacitly accepted their murders by 
law enforcement and others. Bar-
riers to economic and educational 
success are everywhere, including 
in the law enforcement and mass 
incarceration systems that help to 
prop up our society that is histori-
cally rooted in white supremacy.

   As for our Police Department, I 
do not believe they are THE prob-
lem - they are a symptom of the 
problem. Whether Whites realize 
it or not, one of law enforcement's 
primary functions is to protect 
property and systems that were 
created with and sustained through 
oppression. That is the fault of 
both our White predecessors and 
those of us who continue to profit 
from these systems – even those 
of us who support the protesters’ 
demands. As a White guy, I profit 
from these systems daily in most 
every aspect of my life, but it is so 
insidious that it is often difficult to 
recognize if you are White. That 
does not excuse it.

   As you know, the calls for re-
directing police funding to efforts 

ing and shopping in person when 
possible, you are supporting many 
crucial parts of our economy and 
the well-being of not just business 
owners, but also their employees, 
property owners, suppliers, etc. 
While there is convenience and 
presumably safety in ordering from 
national online retailers, I also en-
courage you to shop at local busi-
nesses whenever possible even if it 
takes extra effort to order pick-up or 
delivery or to visit.

Future of Sherman and East Mifflin 
Partial Closures TBD 

   City Traffic Engineering is con-
tinuing these partial street closures 
to assist community members in 
having safe, healthy spaces for 
walking and biking during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. I understand that 
some of these temporary closures 
may be ended or reduced this winter 
so that snow plowing efforts are not 
hindered by the barriers currently 
in place, but as of this writing, city 
staff did not have a firm plan.

   Assuming that the current barri-
ers will eventually be removed, the 
TLNA Transportation and Safety 
Committee, Traffic Engineering, 
and I have also been exploring a for-
mal trial of placing semi-permanent 
barriers at a few intersections along 
the E. Mifflin Bike Boulevard. The 
trial barriers would be functionally 
similar to the current temporary 
barriers, but more substantial so 
that they can’t be moved or driven 
around on their right sides. The goal 
of the trial, which would likely last 
a few months, would be to assess 
impacts of the barriers and help to 
determine if permanent installation 
is warranted and supported. Traffic 
counts would be done before and af-
ter the barriers are installed, includ-
ing on nearby streets to judge if ve-
hicles are diverting to nearby streets. 
Such a trial and study may need to 
wait until the Madison Youth Arts 
Center and the new Arden mixed-
use building are operating since 
they will have some impact on traf-
fic volumes. A public engagement 
process will be conducted by Traf-

News from Patrick Heck, District 2 Alder
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Alder’s Report

fic Engineering so that neighbors 
can weigh in before, during, and 
after any trial. I’ll be sure to keep 
you posted if and when this trial is 
proposed.

Speeding and Noise on E. Wash-
ington and Other Streets

   I have received many emails 
from residents concerned about 
the nightly noise and racing on E. 
Washington, as well as from folks 
who live on E. Gorham and E. 
Johnson who are concerned about 
excessive speed and dangerous 
driving. City Traffic Engineer-
ing has been closing lanes on E. 
Washington; putting up message 
boards and boards that tell drivers 
their speed, and changing signal 
timing, all in an effort to reduce 
dangerous driving. MPD has also 
been conducting targeted traffic 
enforcement along E. Washington, 
but their capacity to do so is lim-
ited due to their often being busy 
with other efforts, particularly on 
Friday and Saturday evenings. 

   Frankly, rude and dangerous 
driving are not likely to be elimi-
nated, but if infrastructure can be 
changed to make fast and rude 
driving more difficult, we can re-
duce speeds and other violations. 
The recent adaptation of Vision 
Zero as a city policy should help 
some, especially if funded to a 
level that will allow street rede-
sign, installation of traffic calm-
ing infrastructure, and reduction 

of speed limits. Enforcement activi-
ties can be effective if they are con-
sistent, which has not often been the 
case, but enforcement also comes 
with questionable outcomes related 
to being disproportionately focused 
on BIPOC.

East Gorham and East Dayton Re-
construction Projects 

   The E. Gorham and E. Dayton Street 
reconstruction projects are expected 
to be completed in October or early 
November, depending on the weath-
er. Visit the E. Gorham project's web 
page at https://bit.ly/2YWuj0R to get 
updates and to sign up to receive proj-
ect emails. The E. Dayton project's 
web page is https://bit.ly/3iMUVsc.

   E. Gorham from N. Baldwin to N. 
Franklin St. is expected to be resur-
faced in 2021, but that project is not 
expected to involve excavation and 
should take a matter of days or weeks, 
rather than months. I have started 
discussions with City Engineering 
to see if curb bump-outs at some in-
tersections and other traffic calming 
features can be included even though 
this will be a resurfacing-only proj-
ect. As usual, those additions will de-
pend upon funding.

Update on Yahara River Watershed 
Study

   On August 26, a virtual Public 
Meeting was held to discuss the East 
Isthmus and Yahara River Watershed 
Study. The presentation from this 

meeting was recorded and posted 
on the project website (https://
bit.ly/3iNAQlz). Phase I of the 
study is primarily a data-taking 
and modeling effort with Phase II 
focusing on developing and eval-
uating flood mitigation options. 
Phase II could start in mid-2021, 
depending on funding availability.

   Please don’t hesitate to con-
tact me with questions about our 
neighborhood, the district, or the 
city.

Patrick Heck
district2@cityofmadison.com

www.cityofmadison.com/council/
district2/blog/
608-286-2260
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   The pandemics of COVID-19 and 
racism are tragically intertwined, 
with the ruthless suffering caused 
by COVID-19 falling dispropor-
tionately on people of color. That 
reality means that if you are African 
American or Latino your chances 
of becoming sick or dying from 
COVID-19 are mercilessly higher 
than your white neighbors. For this 
reason, we must all do everything in 
our power to slow the spread of this 
deadly disease, even if we don’t feel 
we are personally as vulnerable to it 
as others; we all have a role to play.
   Dane County has responded more 
vigorously to COVID-19 than any 
other county in the state and most 
states in the nation. Our response 
has not been without hardship, but 
it is necessary and it is working. 
Everything we do, every step we 
take, is for the purpose of keeping 
our residents safe.
   We were the first in Wisconsin 
to issue stay at home guidance and 
first to issue a mask mandate. We 
have the strongest science-based 

Dane County

   Our community and nation 
have been through much, so 
much it can often feel like things 
are coming apart at the seams 
– a global pandemic, economic 
dislocation, and a spotlight on 
how little progress our nation 
has made toward the promise of 
equality, safety and opportunity 
for people of color.
   Our responsibility to our com-
munity is great. The work of ra-
cial healing, keeping COVID-19 
at bay, and working to help those 
who are suffering from economic 
hardship will be ongoing for 
years. If there was ever a time 
to be mindful of the guidance to 
love our neighbors as ourselves, 
this is it.
   Our work on racial healing will 
require that we come to terms 
with our past and how much of 
it remains in our present. For 
those of us who are white, that 
work will involve understanding 
that generations of white people 
created and perpetuated racism, 
often consciously, sometimes 
unconsciously. Racism exists 
because of us, and it’s on us to 
end it.

guidelines in the state, and we’ve 
had much success keeping the 
virus relatively under control—so 
much so that we must spend much 
time urging people not to become 
complacent because this virus can 
flare with a vengeance when you 
let down your guard.
Our success has not been without 
sacrifice. It’s impacted how and if 
we work and how our kids learn. 
It tested our tempers and strained 
our psyches.
   But if we remain mindful that 
our enemy is the virus, not one an-
other—if we are guided by com-
passion, and remember that our 
sacrifices are not just for ourselves 
but for others—we can look back 
on this period of our lives know-
ing we did our best as individuals 
and as a community, for our com-
munity, and for those who needed 
us most. And we can use that 
experience moving forward, after 
the worst of the COVID-19 crisis 
has passed, to help those in need 
and to help our community heal.

   We promised the kids a dog. Sum-
mer we said. But, come April, with 
reality heavy and us homebound, 
it was as good a time as any. In all 
honesty, summer was a hypotheti-
cal “someday” anyhow. I’ve always 
identified myself as a neighbor, 
one that caffeinated the people and 
interacted from behind a coffee bar. 
But, having a dog and committing to 
walks every other hour (at first) gave 
me an entirely new experience of 
what it meant to be a part of the Ten-
ney Lapham Neighborhood. I quick-
ly learned where the rabbits like to 
hang, whose gardens are thriving, 
whose kids make the best window 
signs… But, foremost, our four-

legged friend has forced me out 
of my comfortable introversion. 
Even in a time of social distance 
and isolation, she has dragged me 
toward engagement. Sprinted me 
toward neighbors and new friends. 
And for those relationships that 
have blossomed over tail wags or 
awkward leash untangling, I am 
grateful. A dog for quarantine was 
just what the doctor ordered. 

-Gwen Shales
TLNA Neighbor, co-owner John-
son Public House, one of Rocky’s 
humans

Quarantine companion

Have a Role to Play in Overcoming Racism and COVID-19
By Dane County Executive Joe Parisi
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Neighbors

   Hello Neighbors! We wanted to 
give everyone an update on what 
has been happening at Breese 
Stevens Field in 2020. COVID 
19 has had a dramatic impact on 
Breese Stevens Field and For-
ward Madison FC. The bustling 
events venue has gone from 
hosting about 240 uses in 2019 to 
hosting less than 20 in 2020. Due 
to local health restrictions, there 
will be no concerts, Forward 
Madison soccer games, Madison 
Radicals Ultimate Frisbee games, 
Bodegas or Madison East High 
School games.

   Forward Madison FC and USL 
League One resumed play in late 
July. The soccer team travels to 
the Wisconsin Dells daily to train 
and plays their home matches 
at Hart Park in Wauwatosa. The 
team is allowed to socially dis-
tance practice at Breese. While 
major gatherings are not allowed, 

Breese has still hosted several Din-
ners in the Breese with local res-
taurants doing pop-up style events, 
Flamboyance, the FMFC team 
store, is open limited hours and the 
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra has 
streamed two live “Concerts on the 
Square” performances from BSF in 
recent weeks.

   We appreciate the continued 
support of the neighborhood and 
hope to be back closer to normal in 
2021.

Vern Stenman, President Big Top 

Breese Stevens
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Neighbors

Vision Zero and a Safer Bike Boulevard
Bob Klebba, TLNA Transporta-
tion and Safety Chair

   Our committee has been work-
ing on several issues in 2020.  
Earlier this year, I distributed to 
the TLNA listserv our 7 traffic 
calming priorities, which were 
the result of our neighborhood-
wide survey.  In harmony with 
the City’s Vision Zero policy, 
several of our priorities are being 
realized.  Concerning E Wash-
ington Ave, we will soon see the 
speed limit reduced to 25 mph 
from Pinckney to First.  

   Over the next year, continental 
crosswalks on E Washington Ave 
will enhance safety for pedestri-
ans and others crossing.  Lastly, 
changing the signals from Blair 
to Baldwin to operate 24/7 has 
already been implemented.

   Other traffic calming priori-
ties focus on the E Mifflin Bike 

Boulevard and in particular the 
1000 block where the Arden and 
Madison Youth Art Center are be-
ing built.  There is great concern 
about the safety of children cross-
ing in the middle of the block to 
access the playground at Lapham 
School.  Once construction is 
complete, City Traffic Engineering 
will be evaluating this block and 
the N Ingersoll and E Mifflin Bike 
Boulevard intersection for traffic 
calming.

   Our committee has been work-
ing on traffic calming on the bike 
boulevard since 2014.  We were 
successful at getting a diverter 
installed at Blair St in 2018.  Since 
then, the City has installed tempo-
rary barriers on the bike boulevard 
from Blount to Dickinson as part 
of a city-wide program to develop 
open spaces for recreation during 
the pandemic.  Alder Heck’s report 
in this newsletter details how our 
committee and the City would 
like to formalize a trial of restrict-
ing traffic on the East Mifflin Bike 
Boulevard in the interest of making 
it safer.

Now that we are forever with* 
1984 and Brave New World
And the military jets much inferior 
to barn swallows
Hammer as one gloved heavy hand 
into unsullied sky
I lie beneath without my consent.
As futile as hurling spears into the 
sun
My invective/belief/my math that 
informs me
For that one jet of those larking 
five or six
My grandmother and yours
My nurse friend and your father
Myself and one of my already-
vulnerable sisters
Could have a brave new chance at 
living
At clearing the clotted lung.
Remember, politicians who want 
the spectacle
Of gawkers, hawking their virus 
through unmasked

Faces as they gaze amazed at how 
much killing
We are willing to do to keep some 
silver-plated
Some on their gold-plated thrones, 
we who survive
The scourge which did not have to 
be forever
With us, will not forget, will show 
the young ones
How to get back to growing 
healthy children
And what becomes of dinosaurs 
when in Spring
We blossom like falling stars of 
meteors
Upon their guilty heads.

Norma Gay Prewett May 5, 2020.  
Five fly-overs later.

*indebted for my perversion of title
Now that i am forever with child” 
to ~ Audrey Lord (1934-1992), 
American poet

Now That We Are Forever
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School Board

   When you cast your vote in the 
November election, you'll find two 
questions on the ballot that together 
will benefit Madison's public 
schools and our community. These 
“2020 Referenda” seek to invest 
$350 million into Madison’s public 
schools. If passed, the referenda 
will: 

   Strengthen and grow strategic 
equity projects aimed at eliminat-
ing disparities that fall along racial 
and socioeconomic lines.

   Continue to provide Madison 
students with programming in the 
arts, music, science, technology, 
athletics and more.

   Build a new elementary school in 
the Rimrock area, giving students 
and families in South Madison a 
much-needed school in their neigh-
borhood.

   Place and maintain highly quali-
fied educators in our classroom, 
with a particular focus on teachers 
of color.
Significantly update learning envi-
ronments in Madison’s four main 
high schools, benefiting students in 
every attendance area. 
Bring Capital High students togeth-
er in a school building we own and 
update to best serve high school 
scholars.

   The Madison School Board is 
mindful of the financial struggles 
that many in our community are 

going through due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, and we have 
explored whether this is the right 
time to ask for this investment. 
However, especially in light of 
feedback we've continued to 
receive throughout the summer 
and the increasing needs of our 
students during this pandemic, we 
believe our community’s need for 

strong public schools is now more 
important than ever.

   The school board sees this as a 
historic opportunity to transform 
Madison as a thriving, equitable, 
and inclusive community for gener-
ations to come. We hope you share 
this vision. We need to ensure we 
are here for students in this uncer-
tain school year, and that we have 
the infrastructure and operational 
capacity to serve them for years to 
come. 

Learn more and stay updated by 
visiting mmsd.org/future-ready and 
by following MMSD on Facebook 
(@MadisonSchoolsWI), Twitter 
(@MMSDSchools) + Instagram 
(@MadisonSchools). 

Please vote by November 3.

Gloria Reyes, President
MMSD Board of Education

Learn about the MMSD Referenda on the November 3 Ballot
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The TLNA Art Walk is going virtual this year!  We 
invite you to explore our neighborhood artists via the 
web.  We’ll miss being able to visit and learn more 
about the artists, but social distancing is the safer path 
for us.  Here are some of the artists in Tenney-Lapham. 
Please visit the websites and/or contact them for more 
information.

Brian McCormick
Watercolors and Woodblock Prints
brianmc52@yahoo.com
Website:  brianmccormick.artspan.com

Gay Davidson-Zielske
Paintings, drawing, multi-media
wipoet32@gmail.com

Mary Gill
Website:  www.marymadeitstudio.com

Jan Richardson Portraits, Still lifes, Landscapes, Oils, 
Watercolors, and Gouache
janrichardson19@gmail.com

Sharon Chase Redinger
Bill Redinger
Original Watercolor Paintings of Fruits and Vegetables
sharonredinger@gmail.com
billredinger@gmail.com
Website:  www.redingercreations.com

Art Walk Goes Virtual
Neighbors
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Neighbors,
   George Floyd was murdered in a 
midwest city just like ours. Jacob 
Blake was shot in a Wisconsin 
town just like ours. Tony Robin-
son was killed a few blocks away 
from us. Current and historical 
racism happens right here, in this 
beautiful neighborhood that we 
call home. This summer many of 
us finally saw what has been right 
in front of us. A few of us were 
talking in a driveway a few weeks 
after George Floyd’s death. We 
wondered together what the people 
of Tenney Lapham could do to 
respond to this tragedy and this 
reality. We came up with many 
ideas. One of which turned into 
the Black Books Matter project. 
We thought if we could get our 
neighbors reading about racism 
and antiracism, we could talk more 
about it, and then just maybe we 
could do something about it. So...
the Tenney Lapham Neighborhood 
Association board committed to 
spending $1000 to purchase books 
for distribution. We identified a 
few books: 
●	 Americanah by Chimam-
anda Ngozi Adichie,
●	 Stamped: Racism, Antira-
cism, and You by Jason Reynolds 
and Ibram X. Kendi, 
●	 Black is a Rainbow Color 

by Angela Joy, 
●	 Crown: An Ode to the Fresh 
Cut by Derrick Barnes, and 
●	 Antiracist Baby by Ibram X. 
Kendi. 
   We purchased most of these books 
from Semicolon Books, a Black 
owned bookstore in Chicago. A 
few we bought from A Room of 
One’s Own. On August 11 we went 
to Reynolds Park and in 2 hours 
handed out almost every single 
book we had to neighbors and 
passers-by! Inside each book was a 
sticker that talked about the project, 
and encouraged people to read the 
book and then pass it on. Then in 
September we hosted some virtual 
book discussions. At the beginning 
of each discussion session there 
was a brief time for kids as we had 
a student reader read one of the 
children’s books that we’d selected. 
Neighbors participated in all parts 
of this. Americanah discussions 
were led by Tova Sacks and Regi-
nold Royston. Stamped discussions 
were led by Sharon Lezberg and 
Heidi Vargas & Lucia Nuñez. All 
our student readers were neighbors.    
We had some meaningful discus-
sions. Now our Black Books Matter 
project has run its course. Thanks 
to the Black Books Matter team of 
Amy Kazda, Ginger Buehner, and 
Patty Prime! Thank you to everyone 

who pitched in to get this project off 
the ground! Thanks to all those who 
participated and supported! Thanks 
to this neighborhood for engaging 
in this kind of work! 

What comes next?

   We aren’t done. What do we do 
now to continue to work toward 
being an actively antiracist neigh-
borhood? Knowing that all of this 
is complicated and exacerbated 
by Covid. Do we partner with an 
organization or school to raise 
money and rally volunteers where 
needed? Do we engage people who 
rent homes in our neighborhood 
in a more meaningful way so that 
they feel a part of our community? 
Do we change our board bylaws so 
that every decision that is made is 
considered from the lens of equity? 
Do we keep reading and talking? 
Email us your ideas. Let us know 
where you think our neighborhood 
goes from here. All along it wasn’t 
so much that Black Books Matter, 
but that Black Lives Matter!

~Jami Wood
jamilane.wood@gmail.com

Tony Terrel Robinson 

Black Books Matter

Neighbors
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Live Your Best Work From Home Life

608.251.1814 | TDSCustomConstruction.com/tlna

Building and remodeling sustainably 
designed home offices, kitchens,  

primary suites and bathrooms since 1985.

One moment at a time. We are in 
this together.

By Jessica Becker
 
  “It’s especially common these days for people to 
have worries about the present and the future. We 
thought it might be a good idea to give the commu-
nity a reminder to focus on being in the moment and 
taking things one day at a time. It’s so important to 
spend time with loved ones and take even a momen-
tary break from stresses in life- and that’s what we 
wanted to share using our artwork!” – Ariana Merline

   This summer is like no other. For the Tenney-
Lapham neighborhood, it has been quiet. Without 
the annual festivals, summer gatherings, and neigh-
borhood events, we have fewer opportunities to feel 
the support of our community and neighbors. Fewer 
chances to see each other’s faces, catch up, check in, 
and do what friends and neighbors do: lift our spirits.

   When the Party in the Park committee met in early 
June, we hoped to find a way to express the spirit of 
the block party even though the event had to be can-
celled during the pandemic. The goals of the annual 
Reynolds Park Party in the Park have always been to 
be inclusive, friendly, and accessible. The artists and 
muralists in support of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment working downtown to bring messages of per-
severance, solidarity, truthfulness, hope, and beauty 
reminded us of the power of art and language at this 
moment in time.

   So we invited two young artists, siblings Ariana 
Merline (age 17) and Cameron Merline (age 20), to 
design and create a temporary chalk mural at Reynolds 
Park this summer. Ariana and Cameron are students 
at West High School and UW-Eau Claire respectively. 
They were given an honorarium from the Party in the 
Park budget, thanks to Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood 
Association.

   We hope the message of “togetherhood” brought 
some sense of well-being and delight in this challeng-
ing time.
 
   The Party in the Park planning committee includes 
Cheryl Balazs, Jessica Becker, Sara Cohen Christo-
pherson, Tyler Lark, and Marta Staple. Photos from 
Ariana and Cameron Merline, used with permission.

NeighborsNeighbors
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The Salvation Army was await-
ing the announcement from 
WHEDA if we were awarded 
Section 42 tax credits. This appli-
cation was unfortunately denied 
due to some technicalities within 
the application. The Salvation 
Army is planning to re-submit 
the application again this year 
to WHEDA for the same project 
that was presented to the neigh-
borhood last year. We would like 
the neighborhood to know that 
there are no changes to the proj-
ect, the footprint or the physical 
structure. We are applying for the 
same project of 44 units com-
prising 28 one bedrooms and 16 
efficiency apartments off of East 
Mifflin Street. The only project 
change to note is the timeline 
which has been pushed back 
due to the resubmission of our 
WHEDA application. We con-
tinue to fundraise for the Shelter 
portion of the facility that faces 
East Washington Avenue and do 
not have an updated timeline for 
development at this time.
Our current property has also 
undergone some changes in 
the recent months. As many of 
you have already seen, Steve’s 
Auto has vacated the premises. 
Since this lot is our property 
and now vacant, The Salvation 
Army is now able to monitor 
the entire block from our build-
ing to Blount Street. To assist 
with continued monitoring, we 
removed the trees that were in 
between The Salvation Army and 
the vacant parking lot to allow 
for extended visibility. The Sal-
vation Army has added additional 
picnic tables to our greenspace 
to provide space on our property 
for guests to congregate, hope-
fully limiting the number of 
guests congregating within the 
neighborhood. Since moving to 
a 24-hour shelter model for our 
women’s shelter, we have also 
added additional staff during the 
day and evening hours which has 
assisted in monitoring and main-
taining the property. 
   Even during this pandemic, The 
Salvation Army has been work-

   Hello Tenney Lapham neigh-
bors, 
   The Salvation Army has been 
continuing to provide necessary 
services to those experiencing 
homelessness in our community 
despite struggles that COVID-19 
has brought upon us during this 
stressful time. We wanted to 
send an agency update on what 
we have been working on since 
March and keep our neighbors 
informed about any changes 
which may impact them. This 
newsletter will include updates 
on changes to our services, as 
well as, provide an update on our 
building project. 
   When the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit in March, The Salva-
tion Army moved the guests of 
the family shelter out of the East 
Washington location into ho-
tels to be able to provide proper 
social distancing. This not only 
freed up space within the facility 
but also allowed us to offer day 
services to the women utilizing 
the shelter. The women’s shelter 
then transformed into a 24-hour 
shelter, giving women a safe 
place to isolate during the day.      
We believed in the beginning 
that this would be a temporary 
solution to keep our guests safe, 
but the COVID-19 pandemic 
has stretched on longer than 
originally predicted. With that in 
mind, we continue to adjust our 
services to be mindful of the real 
threat COVID-19 poses to our 
staff and guests. For the remain-
der of 2020, the families will 
remain off site, and our women’s 
shelter will continue to operate 
24/7. We are continuing to work 
to find a longer-term solution for 
all the folks we serve. At both 
our East Washington location and 
the off-site hotels, The Salvation 
Army is following Public Health 
guidelines and best practices to 
keep our facility and guests safe. 
We have also partnered with 
Nurses Disrupted, who provide 
COVID-19 screens to our wom-
en’s shelter guests each evening. 
As Alder Heck has previously 
stated in the spring newsletter,  

ing assiduously to assist some of our 
most vulnerable neighbors to obtain 
permanent housing. Not only have we 
served a significantly higher number 
of both families and women than we 
have in years past, but we also have 
assisted 29 households move from 
homelessness to permanent housing. 
The Salvation Army is thankful to be 
able to continue to serve our commu-
nity and grateful to be in such a sup-
portive neighborhood. We understand 
that this is an unpredictable time for 
everyone, and it is very important to 
us to continue to build our relation-
ship. We encourage feedback, and 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
with any questions that you may have.   
Melissa Sorensen  can be reached at 
melissa.sorensen@usc.salvationarmy.
org.

Thank you,
Major Andrew Shiels

Salvation Army

Member SIPC

about more than money ...
Most people invest hoping to achieve something important 
for themselves or their family. That could come in the form 
of financial independence, a comfortable retirement, 
paying for college or protecting your family. Have you had 
a face-to-face conversation with your financial advisor 
about your goals?

At Edward Jones, we stop to ask you the question: “What’s 
important to you?” Without that insight and a real under-
standing of your goals, investing holds little meaning. We 
take the time to build a relationship with our clients so  
that we can help them work toward the things that really 
are important.

So, what’s important to you?
Contact us today for a face-to-face appointment 
to discuss what’s really important: Your goals.

Jeffrey A Prebish
Financial Advisor
.

16 N Livingston St
Madison, WI 53703
608-250-4968

www.edwardjones.com

Investing is

MKD-8652-A

Development
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by the city of Madison!!! Yay!

   What started out as a mural on a 
billboard has turned into an offer 
by the building owner to paint 
a mural on the wall behind the 
billboard which will be a continu-
ation of the ‘A Wish for Change’ 
mural in style, imagery, and mes-
sage.

   ‘A Wish for Change’ offers a 
message of hope and strength in 
community, integration of love 
and support of one another, in 

Neighbors

   Dearest Members of the Madi-
son Community and Surrounding 
Communities,

   It is with great joy that I am 
reaching out to you with good 
news about my local mural project 
entitled, ‘A Wish For Change,’ a 
project awarded by the Madison 
Arts Commission to paint a mural 
on the billboard in front of the old 
art In building at 1444 East Wash-
ington Ave. in Madison, WI.  

   This project has been approved 

A Wish for Change order to develop a greater under-
standing of and power within keep-
ing the faith for a greater today and 
tomorrow in the midst of the many 
injustices that we have experienced 
and have been witness to in recent 
months.  

   In the midst of news of issues of 
racial injustice, political upheaval, 
gender and class discrimination, 
among numerous other trials we all 
face on a daily basis, I have found 
my artistic expression in mural 
painting to be my greatest means of 
communicating and expressing my 
belief for an immediate need for a 
reshaping of thoughts and action 
within this city along with a toss-
ing out of old anger, hatred, and 
unhealthy values that seem to keep 
a strong divide among our commu-
nities.

   ‘A Wish for Change’ is a non-
violent protest for a more hopeful 
attitude and approach to the prob-
lems that we face today.  I believe 
that change begins with a healthy 
outlook upon self, and the greater 
the self-love, the greater one’s 
ability to promote and present love 
unto others.

   With my recent experiences 
painting several murals, including 
some for the downtown boarded 
storefront project with the Madison 
Arts Commission, I have devel-
oped a greater understanding of 
the resources, funding, and energy 
required for a mural of this cali-
ber. I thank you for your generous 
contributions that I believe will be 
of benefit to all of us as a commu-

Keysha



15

Neighbors

nity.  As a sign of my appreciation 
upon the completion of this project, 
I will be issuing signed and framed 
copies of one of my mural prints 
(or another of my limited edition 
prints of your choice) for all who 
are able to donate to this cause.

   Please see my contact and refer-
ence information listed below, as 
well as a couple of videos I posted 
which provide a greater explana-
tion of what this project entails.

   I look forward to hearing from 
you all, and to embark upon this 
exciting venture into community 
improvement and development 
with the strength and power of 
love.

In loving kindness, 
Keysha 

GoFundme: https://www.go- 
fundme.com/f/039a-wish-for-

change039-mural-project?utm_ 
source=customer&utm_ 
campaign=p_cp+share-
sheet&utm_ medium=copy_link 

Facebook: https://www.facebook. 
com/keysha.mabra.1 

Instagram: @luego_dreamer 

Blog: https://keyshamonique. 
blogspot.com/ 

YouTube Channel: https://www. 
youtube.com/feed/my_videos
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lent “dignity to the place”. One 
thing is abundantly clear--from 
the stories, from the WSJ article, 
from the memories I’ve been told: 
This group of people has had fun 
every step of the way. Teena and 
Connie’s mother, Claire, loved the 
store. In 2006, at the age of 89, she 
went to sleep with curlers in her 
hair with every intention of going 
into work the next morning. Claire 
passed away that night in her sleep.

   So, what about Jim? Jim Wright 
came from a family of 14 and 
one of his older brothers worked 
at the Cork ‘n Bottle in the late 
70’s. When a 15- year-old Jim 
accompanied his brother to pick 
up a paycheck, Claire told him to 
come back and work there when 
he turned 18. Serendipitously, on 
Jim’s 18th birthday (May 28, 1980) 
an employee didn’t show. Jim was 
called in, and he has been at the 
Cork ‘n Bottle ever since. 

   In 2007, Jim purchased the busi-
ness, carrying on the legacy of 
good booze and great people and 
keeping Teena and Connie near. 
Throughout the years, a dozen of 
Jim’s relatives have worked in the 
store as well as several Kaeser 
cousins. It has truly always been 
a family business and the Cork 
‘n Bottle crew has knit itself into 
the fabric and the families of the 
Tenney Lapham Neighborhood. 
Between Jim being an “internet 
ordained” minister and presiding 
over numerous customer and fam-
ily weddings, and folks stopping by 
with newborn babies to introduce 
to the crew, the Cork ‘n Bottle is 
clearly more than your average li-
quor store. It’s truly a special place, 
a social space, a neighborhood 
staple where people connect. 

   And Now, to The Future:

   Jim, Teena and Connie have 
thought about next steps for the 
Cork ‘n Bottle frequently in the 
past few years, but the pandemic 
was a motivating factor to the 2020 
handoff. Instead of playing “Covid 
Russian Roulette” daily, a term 
coined by Teena, Jim became mo-

Neighbors

   The Cork ‘n Bottle

“It’s never been boring. It’s been a 
blast, really.” -Teena Browder

   Gosh, how do you begin to say 
‘goodbye’ to an E. Johnson Street 
institution like the Cork ‘n Bottle? 
Before the pit deepens in your stom-
ach, the answer is: You just don’t. 
The neighborhood will certainly not 
feel the same without Jim Wright, 
Connie Kaeser and Teena Browder 
around, but the old C’n’B legacy 
will be in very good hands with new 
owner, Chad Vogel. And I have been 
promised the aforementioned dream 
team will not be strangers around 
these parts.

A brief history:

   Teena and Connie’s father, Ernest 
“Ernie” Kaeser, opened the Cork 
‘n Bottle in the spring of 1960. He 
owned a previous liquor store on 
State Street, but had to close it after 

being drafted to WWII at the age 
of 32. After returning to Madison, 
marrying and having children, he 
opened a liquor store at 924 E. 
Johnson (where Studio 924 current-
ly resides). The store moved to 823 
E. Johnson (now  Macha) for more 
space, and then found its current 
home in 1985 after Ernie and his 
wife Claire purchased the building.  
The liquor store was a part time gig 
for Ernie, who worked full time 
elsewhere. So after staying home 
with Teena and Connie, Claire Kae-
ser happily took up daily opera-
tions. With a background in sales, 
previously at Yost Kessenich’s on 
State Street, and a love of people, 
she truly enjoyed her time there. 

   In the 1970’s, Connie and Teena 
joined their mother at the Cork 
‘n Bottle. In a 1993 WSJ article 
entitled “Three’s Company” their 
working dynamic was explained : 
Teena was “the gossip,” Connie, 
“the heart,” and their mother Claire 

Teena Browder with parents

Change Comes to Cork N’Bottle
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tivated to sell before winter set in. 
Though Jim knew he couldn’t sell 
to just anyone, he needed to be sure 
the beloved  Cork ‘n Bottle would 
be in good hands.

   Let’s go back to the year 1980 for 
a minute, when Jim started working 
at the Cork ‘n Bottle. Well, another 
cool thing happened: Chad Vogel 
was born in Sturgeon Bay, WI. This 
kicked off a series of life events 
which in 2016 would bring him to 
open the greatest cocktail bar ever, 
conveniently located in the Tenney 
Lapham Neighborhood. The Robin 
Room filled a void in the neighbor-
hood and Chad was regarded as a 
committed community member and 
business-minded entrepreneur. He 
went on to open Mint Mark (2017) 
and Muskellounge (2020). In his 
own state of covid-related chaos, 
acquiring the Cork’n Bottle gives 
him a place to resituate employees 
while bars aren’t able to oper-
ate. Jim chose Chad because he is 
invested in the community, he is 
connected, and he will surely carry 
on the Cork ‘n Bottle legacy. 

   Sadly, the Cork ‘n Bottle’s 60th 
anniversary occurred during the 
summer of covid and this transition 
will as well. So, in lieu of hugs, 
if you’d like to share any great 
memories, well wishes, etc. for the 
Cork ‘n Bottle crew please email 
teena@madisoncorknbottle.com. 
And because I have the mic (perks 
of volunteering for these things): 
When I agreed to write this article 
for the newsletter, I did so because 
of my own love of these people 
and this place. When my husband 
and I came to E. Johnson St.  and 
opened a business in 2011, they 
welcomed us with open arms and 
made us feel like part of the fabric 
of the neighborhood. They see the 
humor in every situation and the 
value in all people. You will all be 
missed. And because I still have the 
mic: Congratulations Chad! The E. 
Johnson St. business community is 
so lucky to have you as a neighbor 
helping to drive the greatest street 
in Madison into the future. 

   We should all go ahead and grab 
a bottle from the Cork ‘n Bottle 

and toast to the… Cork ‘n Bottle! 
Past, present, future!

Neighbors
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Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood
Association

TLNA

Membership Form

� New Member  � Renewal

Annual Membership Options Amount

� Adult Membership (age 18-64) - $10 each $_____
� Student Membership – $5 each $_____
� Senior Membership (65 or older) - $5 each $_____
� Household - $20 $_____
� Business Membership - $20 $_____

Total Enclosed $_____

Name(s)

Address

Phone

E-mail

� Add me to the TLNA E-mail Listserv
 �   I   would like to be more involved it the neighborhood. 
     Please have someone from TLNA contact me.

Join theTNLA Neighborhood Association

Make checks payable to:

TLNA
PO BOX 703

Madison, WI 53701

  

Learn more about TLNA

See our web site

tenneylapham.org

  This has been a year of firsts for 
me. I experienced a world-wide 
pandemic from the center of the 
maelstrom, published my first 
novel, felt the first stirrings of 
hope after a three-and- a- half year 
nightmare, and survived my first, 
and hopefully last, stroke and un-
derwent heart surgery. At 73 years 
of age my life is still a surprise and 
a challenge wrapped in a spider-
web.

  Covid-19 has caused me and 
many others to go into self-im-
posed quarantine. This has offered 
me a lot of time for contemplation 
and reassessment of the things that 
are important in life. In separation 
from others, my wife and I have 
grown closer.  It’s good to know 
that your partner is a soulmate who 
is a source of ease and strength 
during difficult times. Ironically, 
I have also recorded more “face 
time” with my family during the 
pandemic, albeit virtual. After the 
“all clear” is declared by scientists, 
not politicians, I wonder how this 
time apart will have altered our 
collective feelings about intimacy 
and empathy. I am self-employed, 
having retired in 2016, so my work 
life has been minimally disrupted 
by the pandemic. As a professional 
writer, I find the imposed isolation 
indeed facilitative to the creative 
process.  

  My first novel is entitled Walker’s 
Way. It is a work of historical 
fiction that tells the story of an 
African American family that 
progresses from enslavement to 
freedom in the mid 19th century.  
The protagonist, Joe Walker, is a 
black cowboy whose story reflects 
my desire to bring the contribu-
tions of such men to the historical 
forefront. Shortly before complet-
ing this novel, I suffered a mild 
stroke. For a brief period, I expe-
rienced the terror of not being able 
to put thoughts and words together. 
Due to my wife Peggy’s timely 
intervention, I received immedi-
ate emergency treatment and my 

recovery has been nothing short of 
miraculous. Thanks to my family 
and friends and their networks for 
an avalanche of prayers and heal-
ing energy on my behalf and thanks 
to the doctors and nurses at Meriter 
Hospital for their expert interven-
tion. I am blessed. 

  The greatest blows to my heart 
and mind were not physical, how-
ever. I am wounded by the scourge 
of institutional racism that contin-
ues to destroy black lives and scar 
the consciences of good people of 
every race and creed. The enemy 
I have fought all my life is press-
ing for the final victory that will 
render this country a mockery 
of its own ideals. I am heartened 
by the peaceful protests that are 
ongoing around the world. There 
are more of us than there are of 
them. We just have to find a way 
to take advantage of our majority. 
I believe the ballot box is the way. 
This is the time for us to stand up 
and be the change that we hope to 
achieve. If we are successful, I may 
yet see another first this year. The 
first black woman Vice President.  
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

William Greer
August 18, 2020      

Just off the corner of State & Gorham Streets
Mon.–Sat. 10–8, Sun. 12–5

(608) 257-7888 n www.roomofonesown.com

Madison’s indie bookstore since 1975 

A Year of Firsts
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Active 
Address   Square Ft  List Price 
26 Sherman Ter #3  852   $105,000 
37 Sherman Ter #3  852   $116,000  
1106 E Johnson   975   $209,900 
627 E Dayton   824   $219,900 
201 N Blair, #106  900   $269,900 
123 N Blount, #606  824   $289,900 
1158 E Washington  1166   $315,000 
625 E Mifflin, #307  1047   $349,900 
656 E Mifflin   1944   $375,000 
1111 E Gorham   2748   $385,000 
153 Dayton Row   1351   $395,000 
123 N Blount, #504  1070   $399,900 
833 E Mifflin   1194   $439,900 
221 N Livingston   3084   $474,900 
453 N Baldwin   2008   $599,900 
 
Pending 
6 Sherman Ter #2   852   $85,300 
10 Sherman Ter #1  852   $112,000 
625 E Mifflin, #204  615   $219,900 
201 N Blair, #203  892   $229,900 
211 N Ingersoll   900   $290,000 
416 Sidney   1307   $350,000 
1134 E Gorham   1591   $359,900 
1119 Elizabeth   1870   $361,000 
809 E Mifflin   1596   $420,000 
201 N Blair, #306  1371   $425,000 
833 E Mifflin   1194   $439,900 
465 Sidney   1642   $450,000 
835 E Mifflin   1337   $459,900 
1150 E Johnson   2136   $474,900 
1114 E Johnson   2286   $489,900 
1131 Sherman   1794   $499,900 
822/824 E Gorham  1900   $525,000 
 
Sold   Days on Market    Sale Price 
33 Sherman Ter #2  5   $115,000 $116,000 
22 Sherman Ter #3  17   $118,000 $118,000 
20 Sherman Ter #3  5   $115,000 $118,000 
33 Sherman Ter #4  8   $121,000 $119,000 
36 Sherman Ter #6  2   $120,000 $120,000 
16 Sherman Ter 1   0   $110,000 $120,000 
6 Sherman Ter #4   3   $113,000 $120,500 
29 Sherman Ter #5  3   $114,900 $121,000 
2 Sherman Ter #3   5   $115,000 $122,000 
11 Sherman Ter #4  2   $120,000 $127,000 
22 Sherman Ter #1  5   $125,000 $133,500 
1139 E Mifflin   7   $239,000 $214,103 
625 E Mifflin, #203     $244,900 $229,900 
108 N Brearly   41   $259,900 $230,000 
625 E Mifflin, #305     $245,000 $230,000   
942 E Dayton   16   $235,000 $235,000 
1140 E Dayton, #205     $239,900 $235,000 
106 N Brearly        $265,000  
309 N Brearly    5   $302,000 $285,000 
825 E Mifflin #410   10   $340,000 $329,000 
647 E Dayton      $342,900 $350,000 
205 N Ingersoll      $355,000 $352,000 
731 E Gorham   9   $350,000 $370,000 
1137 Elizabeth   8   $350,000 $370,000 
123 N Blount, #404     $374,900 $378,500 
819 E Mifflin #310  106   $394,900 $385,000 
625 E Mifflin, #321     $399,900 $395,000 
145 Dayton Row   2   $425,000 $425,000 
422 Sidney   4   $445,000 $445,000 
461 N Baldwin   32   $450,000 $450,000 
201 N Blair, #302     $500,000 $485,000 
1225 Sherman   8   $525,000 $548,000 
1028 Sherman   4   $874,900 $885,000 
1236 Sherman                   $1,000,000 
   
 

  This year's annual membership 
meeting of the Tenney Lapham 
Neighborhood Association 
(that's you, dear reader!) won't 
happen immediately after we fill 
our bellies with food from local 
restaurants, as we have done in 
years past at the Taste of Ten-
ney. 

  Instead, we can log on to a vir-
tual space to share time together 
and vote on important mat-
ters like who will represent the 
interests of the neighbors and 
the neighborhood on next year's 
TLNA council. 

  The meeting will be virtual, 
happening on Thursday Decem-
ber 3, at 7 pm. Here is what we 
promise:

●	 short!
●	 easy!
●	 painless!

   There is a possiblility that 
something contentious, contro-
versial, or provocative will show 
up on the agenda!

  The council needs a quorum of 
neighborhood association mem-
bers to attend the annual meet-
ing, which means we really do 
need some interested neighbors 
who have paid their membership 
dues to log on and cast a vote. 
Without a quorum, the meeting 
cannot happen. Please consider 
logging on and joining in. Stay 
tuned for a link, which will be 
shared through electronic com-
munication on TLNA social me-
dia like Instagram, the Facebook 
Page, and the email listserv.

   If you aren't a paid member, or 
are unsure if you are due for a 
renewal, please consider becom-
ing or renewing as a member 
today!

TLNA Annual Meeting



EAT + SIP + RELAX

810 E. WASHINGTON AVE.
M A D I S O N,  W I

$2ONE
B R I N G  T H I S  A D  F O R

TAP BEER, 
HOUSE WINE, OR 
RAIL COCKTAIL

TRIVIA NIGHT
FRIDAYS AT 7PM

LIVE BLUEGRASS
MONDAYS 7–10PM


