Minutes

Tenney Lapham Neighborhood Association Council

October 3, 2007

Council Members Present:  Patrick McDonnell, David Waugh, Jim Roper, Gay Davidson-Zielske, Joe Brogan, Kathi Bresnehan, Diane Milligan, Sean Gutknecht, Jim Sturm, Cheryl Wittke, Richard Linster, Susan Baumann-Duren, Richard Freihoefer

Guests:  John Aagaard, Kristi Mortenson, Bruce Dewall, Tim Radke

Call to order at 7:05


1. Introductions were made.

2. Minutes of September meeting approved without any amendments (Richard/Kathy).

3. Officer Tim Radke made a presentation, and will also send an email report highlighting recent news.  Of note:

a. There was a collision on 9/21 at Paterson/E Johnson after someone ran a red light on East Johnson.  Someone was relatively seriously injured.

b. There was an accident today (10/3) at East Washington and Paterson.  A truck turned in front of a motorcycle, which t-boned the truck.  It appeared that the cyclist was badly hurt, but was answering questions at the scene.

c. People asked whether the Mayor’s proposed 30-police officer increase might affect our neighborhood.  Tim said that there was talk of creating an East neighborhood policing team.  Presently, North and East share a team.

d. Folks noted that kids biking to Marquette have asked about people sleeping near the river at Burr Jones field.  Also, folks are sleeping at James Madison near Lincoln school – coming late and getting up late.  Tim said he’d notify the proper people.

e. Captain Schauf has noted a rash of burglaries, but TLN is relatively clear of these.  Campus area is seeing the heaviest pressure; target item appears to be laptops.  Two were arrested as suspects in Fordem Avenue car break-ins.  There was also an arrest for a Fordem Ave. sexual assault.

f. The biggest problem near us is alcohol and violence problems downtown.  Tim will email Pat a summary to be distributed.  Someone was arrested with a .34 BAC.

g. A speedwave was conducted on 9/16 at Johnson/Marston for 1.5 hours.  18 citations were issued.  16 for speeding; 2 for other violations.  The average speed for those ticketed was 40-45 mph.

h. Tim’s cell phone: 209-7817.  He encourages calls.  He will not be at the December TLNA meeting, and may miss November’s as well.

4. Out Nightclub presentation.

Kristi Mortenson and Bruce Dewall, 2 of the 4 owners of a proposed new nightclub to be located in the Great Big Pictures building on East Washington Avenue, came to meet with the neighborhood association to tell us about their plans.  The nightclub will focus on dancing, with the LGBT community as a targeted audience.  It will serve alcohol and non-alcoholic drinks; it will try to expand its presence in the building to provide other services, such as a coffee shop and/or spa upstairs.  They will have a large open dance floor and a 400- person capacity.  They stated that they wanted to be an asset to and active member of the neighborhood, offering to make their door and coatroom available to community groups who want to work either door for a portion of the proceeds.  Bruce will live onsite.  They will begin with a Wed-Sat schedule.  Kristi’s cell: 217-8910.  They said that the police have reacted positively to their plans.  They still need a liquor license and financing.  They would like to open in January or February 2008.  email:outnightclubmadison@yahoo.com. 

5. Alder report (Brenda not present: at Pinkus McBride project meeting) 

a. Pat updated us on the Neighborhood Plan. The plan is scheduled for the Planning Commission (which is the lead commission on this matter) on Monday October 15.  Planning Dep’t is developing a memo to the Plan Commission.  Mark Olinger’s office will share it with Pat when it is ready, and Pat will share with TLNA via email.  We discussed having a showing of people speaking in support, and may ask Brenda about this.  The meeting will probably be at 5 or 5:30.

b. East Washington BUILD was on the Plan Commission agenda on 10/1.  It decided to create a subcommittee of its members to explore and try to resolve the inconsistencies between the BUILD and overlapping neighborhood plans.  There are 5-6 alders on the subcommittee, and they will hold 5 meetings between now and December. 

6. James Madison Park.  

a. Surplus Property Committee - The Mayor did not respond to our letter asking that Jim Strum be appointed to the surplus property committee.  David Wallner, who used to be our alder, is now on the committee.  He had supported selling land before.  The Committee consists of Brenda, Mike Verveer, Eli Judge, Sheridan Glen, Phillip Hees, Michael Shumacher, and Wallner.  We discussed taking our letter to the Common Council and pushing for representation before they confirm the committee.  David Wallner had said he may join us, but was unable to.

b. Resolutions.  Pat had emailed us the previous TLNA resolutions on the parkland for our discussion.  We discussed whether our 3/06 resolution, which was reaffirmed in 2007, was still acceptable.  We’d said we’d support sale of land under Lincoln School if 2/3 of the proceeds went to the park.  Our 3/07 resolution opposed any plan to move the homes from the park.  We discussed parliamentary procedure for reconsidering prior decisions.  Pat clarified that he was asking whether there were some pieces of the possible scenarios to be addressed by the committee that we have not yet addressed.  We are not contemplating reconsidering our reconsidered prior resolution.

c. We shifted focus to the three houses. We had not addressed whether or not we support public or private ownership of the homes.  We discussed the pros and cons of each but did not reach (or really seek) consensus.  It was suggested that we watch the committee and make our feelings known.  We said we did not want them move.  Our neighborhood plan says we want them restored and maintained.

i. Richard suggested a meeting with Wallner before the committee is confirmed.

ii. Pat, Jim Strum, Richard and Jim Roper will set up a meeting with him. 

d. Jim Strum noted that there was no money for capital improvements for the parks.  $650,000 was promised for the Tenney Park shelter, and it is not in the budget.  Mary Lang Sollinger was to meet with the Mayor Friday. 

7. EINPC Representative. 

a. Richard Linster (Nominating Committee) is working on it.

8. Committee Reports

a. The nominating committee noted a few changes.

b. The fall potluck has been set for 10/24 at Lapham from 6-8.  Diane asked people to please spread the word.

c. Parks – Tenney has benefited from work by Edgewood Students (weeding, etc.)

d. The Girl Scouts are participating in the Don’t Trash Tenney campaign.

e. Newsletters are going out this week.  Sherman Terrace will not get delivery.

9. Adjourned (Jim S/Richard)

Minutes submitted by Diane Milligan

